

6HSW

'R\RXHQMR\WKHQHZVOHWWHU":H
DSSUHFLDWHZKHQ\RXVKDUHLWZLWK
\RXUIULHQGV%RRNPDUNDQG
6KDUHKHUH

Arizona Gourds
Updates from the desert southwest...
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Welcome to the September issue of the Arizona Gourds newsletter!
With September comes a return for most of us to a steady routine now that summer vacations are
behind. Hopefully everyone had some time to do a little gourding and perhaps take a class or attend
a festival. Iʹm looking forward to some cooler weather and my gourd growing friends are excited to
see what their crop will look like at the end of the growing season. I am keeping busy and will be
traveling to New Mexico, where I will teach classes in two different locations. During that time, I will
not be shipping from the website. Please check the dates below. I appreciate your patience during
these times; I know it is an inconvenience, and I promise to ship your orders as soon as possible on
my return.

Arizona Gourds will NOT be shipping due to my teaching schedule ‑ September 15 ‑ 20.
I am starting to plan my calendar for 2016; so far the only firm commitment is the Gourds and Basket Conference
in Visalia, CA, April 22‑24. I am honored to have been chosen as the keynote speaker for this event, and the AGS
annual meeting will also be held at this event. In addition, this will be the culmination of the AGS membership
drive and a silent auction of gourds and prizes will be held, with the proceeds going to the state chapter that has
increased their membership the most (by percentage gained). NOW is the time to join the AGS if you arenʹt already
a member. If your state does not have a chapter, you can indicate which state should receive credit for your
membership. Itʹs easy to join, and for your membership fee you will also get 4 full color quarterly magazines. JOIN
HERE
Did you know: In 1937 the ʺGourd Society of Americaʺ was founded by Mr. Sterling Pool of
Rockport, Massachusetts. In 1970 the society was moved to Ohio and renamed The American Gourd
Society. Today, AGS has over 4,000 members and acts as the unifying body for 26 state chapters.
State chapters are chartered in Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New Mexico, New
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia,
Washington, and Wisconsin.
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Update: Gourd Classes
All of my class sessions scheduled through October are currently full.
Sign up for the email class updates list to find out when new offerings are
posted on the website.
*If your patch or state society is interested in having me come to teach classes in your area,
please email me and I can send you information.
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Whatʹs new on the Arizona Gourds website?
Click on the photos for links leading you to the page where they are listed.
Left: Special Purchase of Deerskin lace. This lace
normally sells for $1.50 for a 36ʺ lace, this special
purchase lace is on sale for 50 cents each while they
last. On the Special Embellishments page. What you
see here is all there is.
Below: Metallic hematite heishi ‑ the photos donʹt do
this item justice. People that see it in person love it!
On the Inlay supplies page.
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Below: Coming soon! I lost my previous supplier for long and
short handled scrapers, and have found a new one. These
scrapers have a sharp metal head and work great for getting
into tight openings and under the lip edge of gourds. Watch
for them on the tools page!

7KDQN\RX<RXUSXUFKDVHVPDGHIURP$UL]RQD*RXUGVDQGIURPRXU
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(QWKXVLDVWVVLWHDYDLODEOH:HVLQFHUHO\DSSUHFLDWH\RXUEXVLQHVV

Announcement ‑ 2015 AGS Special Artistry Award
The American Gourd Society board has voted to take on responsibility for an annual Artistry award, and the cash award will be a higher
dollar figure for 2015. Entries for 2015 will be limited to those who enter an AGS judged show and receive a Best of Show, a Peopleʹs
Choice award, or are entered in a non‑judged Grand Masters division which is typically open only to previous winners of those two
awards. Because the award is now be sponsored by the AGS, the artists must be a member of the American Gourd Society to qualify
for entry.

The winning entry will receive a $300 cash award.

With festivals already having taken place this year, there are already several people eligible to send in their entries. This is not
automatic; artists or show chairmen must submit photos of their qualifiying entries for consideration. Photos of qualifying
entries should be sent to the Artistry award committee chair: bonnie@arizonagourds.com.
Look for more details in the AGS Gourd Magazine. Not a member? Itʹs easy to join at www.americangourdsociety.org.
Membership is only $15 a year and includes 4 full color magazines! ENTRIES TO DATE: 4

3/($6(,I\RXZHUHDMXGJHRUVKRZFKDLUPDQRULI\RXMXVWNQRZRIVRPHRQHZKRTXDOLILHVIRUWKLVDZDUGSOHDVHVHQGPH
WKHLUFRQWDFWLQIRUPDWLRQRUUHDFKRXWWRWKHPDQGHQFRXUDJHWKHPWRHQWHU$OOWKH\KDYHWRGRLVVHQGLQSKRWRVDQGMXVWDQRWH
DERXWWKHPVHOYHVDQGWKHLUZLQQLQJSLHFH:HVKRXOGDOUHDG\KDYHDWOHDVWDGR]HQRUPRUHHQWULHV :KRGRHVQ WZDQWWRZLQ
""

August Travels and Classes
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In August, my husband and I attended a family reunion that was held in Hood River, OR. For two days before that, we were invited by
the Washington Gourd Society to teach a couple of days of classes for their members. The classes were held at the home of Jane Smith in
Onalaska, WA. The scenery was stunning and the hospitality of the WA group and especially Jane and her husband was fantastic. Because
her location is somewhat remote, there were people tent camping on site, and Jane and the WA Gourd Society provided lunches both days
for everyone. The weather was a bit misty on one of the days, but coming from the desert heat, the cooler weather was a plus. Classes
were the Spiral Carving project and Fancy Filigree, and most people got quite far along towards completion during class.

+PPP:DV-HDQHWWHVDPSOLQJWKHORFDOEUHZ"
<RXKDYHWRORYHWKHQDPHDWOHDVW

6KDZQD6WRXWVHQWPHSKRWRVRIKHUILQLVKHGSURMHFWV
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After the Washington classes, it was off to Mount Hood, Oregon, where 15 of us shared a large house and some local relatives joined
in one evening as well. We even had a visit one day from Tucson friends that were passing through the area. If you havenʹt spent any
time in the NW states, it is well worth a visit. So much beautiful countryside to enjoy. It was unfortunate and sad that so much of the
area has been suffering from an extended drought, and the smoke from the wildfires blanketed the entire region. I hope all of my
gourd friends are safe!

$ERYH&DQQRQ%HDFK25%HORZKLNHRQ0W+RRG

1HYHUWRRROGIRUFRORULQJERRNV
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7KHYLHZDERYHLVZKDWZHVDZIURPRXU95%2UHQWDOSODFHHDFKGD\7KLVZDVRQHRI
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WKHRQO\GD\VZLWKRXWKHDY\VPRNH

ʺLikeʺ Arizona Gourds on Facebook to get special offers, up to the
minute news about new products and classes, and other gourding
updates. (Just a note ‑ I donʹt add gourd friends on my personal page, I
save that for family and non‑gourding friends.)

**NEW GROUPS on Facebook ‑ ʺGourding Destashʺ. This is
the place to sell your used gourd tools and excess supplies. Also
ʺGourd Art Salesʺ ‑ a place to offer your own gourd art or from
your collection for sale. No fees to sell on either site! **
/LNH <RX6KHOOH\5RJHUV)OHWFKHUDQG
RWKHUVOLNHWKLV

The Gourd Art Enthusiasts site has over 4600
members, with gourd enthusiasts from all over the
world! Membership is free and easy. The site also has
state groups, event listings, a Q&A forum and a chat
feature if you need an quick answer to a gourding
question!
Check out our two GAE T‑Shirt designs !

Arizona Gourds Newsletter Index

See all our old newlsetters from the past 9 years!
Articles and Tips are indexed.

Newsletter Index

&RS\ULJKW
,QIRJUDSKLF
FUDIWHUVSGI

Susan Atkinson passed along this Copyright Guideline by Ginger Davis Allman that was published by
thebluebottletree.com. It is hard to read here on the newsletter, but you can either download the PDF
link (left) to view, print or save it, or you can click on the photo and it will take you to a better quality
photo on the blue bottle tree website. If you have ever had doubts about what is permissible and what
is not, this is a good basic guideline.
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Readerʹs Mailbox
Hi Bonnie, Just wanted to say thanks for the extras you included
on my last order. I love your web site, it has provided me with so
much information! I went to the gourd festival in Casa Grande,
and I was hooked!!! I bought your book and now Iʹm having so
much fun carving. I just sent in another order, and your
promptness with the order amazes me! I just finished my first
gourd, and I used many of your techniques included in the book.
Hereʹs a pic of my gourd...Iʹm busy working on 2 more now! Your
gourds are amazing! The ones at the festival were beautiful!
Thanks so much for your great website and all the inspiration!
Cindy Cartright ‑ MI

Readerʹs Mailbox
Hi Bonnie, We did a nightlight project with kits from your
site. Kids filled jars with water and floated model car paint on
the top. They dipped their gourds and let them dry. We cut
them in half and made the nightlights. I think they are really
neat looking. They also drilled a design into the front of the
light. Some were crosses, hearts, and one was the Texas A&M
logo. Thanks again for getting us the kits so quickly and
having plenty of them on hand. Beth Lively ‑ TX

KWWSDUL]RQDJRXUGVKRPHVWHDGFRP6HSWKWPO

Readerʹs Mailbox
Hi Bonnie, I did this using your feather tutorial!
Shawna Stout ‑ WA





6HSW

Tip of the Month: Fun Outdoor Decorating with Gourds
It may be a bit late in the year for some of these ideas, but you might enjoy creating a gourd fairy garden or to make gourd planters for
gifts or for yourself. For low water plants, you wouldnʹt have to treat the gourd in any way; in fact, if you donʹt plan to keep your mini
gourd garden for more than one season you shouldnʹt have to do anything to your gourd bowl to protect it. (For some protecion, you
could line the inside of the gourd with Apoxie Paste or a tar like waterproofing material for pottery.) Donʹt want to plant in an actual
gourd? There are several weatherproof predecorated gourd fairy houses that may be placed outside in your garden for decoration.

A very simple gourd planter with a
low water succulent.
Right: Two commercially made resin
gourd fairy houses that can be used
outside in your garden. Click on the
photos to see them on Amazon. The
photo to the right shows one used in a
large dish garden.

)HDWXUHG*RXUGRIWKH0RQWK

)HDWXUHG%RRNV

'HHU6SLULW&DVWUHVLQDQWOHUVOHDWKHUPLVF
HPEHOOLVKPHQWV

3DLQWHG%ORVVRPV
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$OOSKRWRVDQGGHVLJQVFRS\ULJKWE\%RQQLH*LEVRQ
DQGPD\QRWEHXVHGZLWKRXWH[SUHVVZULWWHQSHUPLVVLRQ

Thanks for checking out the latest news! Feel free to pass the
newsletter link along to your friends.
http://www.arizonagourds.com/Sept2015.html
Not receiving the newsletter? Join the newsletter mailing list
on the Arizona Gourds home page.
If you are receiving duplicate mailings, or want to unsubscribe
from the newletter list, please send me an email.

Note: Not getting the emailed notices about
the newsletters? Check your spam folder!
*The current issue is always available from
our home page.

$ZHVRPH$QLPDOV
&RORULQJ%RRNIRU
$GXOWV

7KHILUVWWZRERRNVDUHVRPHMXVWIRUIXQDUWERRNVWKDWRWKHUSHRSOH
KDYHRUGHUHGLQWKHSDVWXVLQJ$PD]RQOLQNVRQWKH$UL]RQD*RXUGV
ZHEVLWHRUWKURXJKWKH*$(OLQNV
7KHERWWRPWZRDUHGHOLJKWIXODGXOWFRORULQJERRNV,I\RXOLNH
]HQGRRGOHGHVLJQV\RXPD\UHDOO\HQMR\WKHVH:KLOHZHZHUHDW
RXUIDPLO\UHXQLRQUHFHQWO\SHRSOHIURPKDGIXQFRORULQJDQG
YLVLWLQJ

*Want to see my listing of top gourd books? Here is my
ʺListmaniaʺ listing on Amazon
6HDUFK1RZ

Gourds with Southwestern
Motifs by Bonnie Gibson

<RXFDQXVHWKLV$PD]RQVHDUFKER[OLQN
WRILQGDOONLQGVRIERRNVDQGRWKHU
SURGXFWV$PD]RQSXUFKDVHVPDGH
WKURXJKWKHOLQNVRQWKLVZHEVLWHKHOSWR
VXSSRUWWKLVVLWH

3OHDVHYLVLWWKHERRN
SDJHOLQNVVKRZQDW
ULJKWWRYLHZFROOHFWLRQV
RIUHODWHGWLWOHV(DFK
WRSLFLQFOXGHVDYDULHW\
RIVXJJHVWHGERRNV
DERXWHDFKVXEMHFW

Out of Print ‑ some copies still
available through Amazon and
they are at a reduced price.
&OLFNRQERRNFRYHUIRU
RUGHULQJLQIRUPDWLRQ

*RXUGV*HQHUDO
3DWWHUQVDQG'HVLJQV
*RXUGV0LVF
0XVLFDO,QVWUXPHQWV
3\URJUDSK\%RRNV
&DUYLQJ%RRNV
:HDYLQJ
'HFRUDWLYH3DLQWLQJ

Newsletter Index ‑ article and tip
index from all the past newsletters

Newsletter Index

I often get questions about shipping costs that are added to shopping cart sales. To clarify things, Iʹve added a new page to the website,

Shipping Policies.
I am using a no‑frills shopping cart program that has limitations and little flexibility. By not paying for expensive software, I can offer
you lower prices on the website merchandise. Iʹm not looking to make a profit on shipping; if you order lightweight items you will
likely get a refund or some freebies to make up for it. Please take a minute to look at the shipping policies page for clarification and
explanation of how things work. If you ever have any questions, please feel free to email me directly. I value your business!

+RPH $PD]RQ6HDUFK 6LWH0DS $ERXWWKH$UWLVW &ODVVHV
/LQNV *RXUG$UWIRU6DOH *RXUG%RRNV 3URMHFW3DFNHWV 'UXP 0XVLFDO
%RQH%HDGV 6SHFLDO(PEHOOLVKPHQWV (DUULQJV 0RUH *ODVV6XSSOLHV ,QOD\6XSSOLHV
0HWDOV 0LVF6XSSOLHV 3DWLQD3DLQWV $SR[LH6FXOSW *OXHVDQG$GKHVLYHV
7RROV :RRGEXUQHUV 0LQL6DZV &DUYLQJ%XUV )RUHGRP7RROV
5RWDU\7RRO$FFHVVRULHV 0LFUR3UR&DUYHU +LJK6SHHG$LU7RROV +LJK6SHHG'HQWDO%XUV 7XWRULDO&DUYLQJ,QOD\
7XWRULDO'UXP0DNLQJ 7XWRULDO/LGV 7XWRULDO(%2UQDPHQW 7XWRULDO5HVLQ,QOD\ 7XWRULDO&DQGOH+ROGHU
7XWRULDO*ROG/HDI 7XWRULDO/XIID*RXUG6RDS 7XWRULDO6WHSE\6WHS 7XWRULDO3KRWRJUDSK\7LSV 7XWRULDO:RUNVSDFH
7XWRULDO<HUED0DWH ,PDJHV*DOOHU\$ ,PDJHV*DOOHU\% *RXUG3X]]OHV ,PDJHV%HIRUHDQG$IWHU
,PDJHV*RXUG0DJLF 1HZVOHWWHU,QGH[ 6KLSSLQJ3ROLFLHV
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